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To:  Chair, Ladies and Gentlemen 

Proposal to Increase Hackney Carriage Fare Tariffs 
 
 

1.0 SUMMARY OF THE REPORT 
 
1.1 A request was received from members of the Hackney Carriage Trade to increase 

the current Merthyr Tydfil County Borough Council’s rate of Hackney Carriage fares.  
All licensed Hackney Carriage drivers and proprietors were consulted and the 
majority of responses received supported the request. 

  
1.2 The request is for an increase across all tariffs of 50p for the first mile (or part 

thereof) and 50p for each subsequent mile. 
 
1.3 The last taxi tariff increase in this Authority was in August 2008. 
 
1.4 The current tariff for Merthyr Tydfil places our current charges as the seventh lowest 

rate across the United Kingdom and the lowest in Wales. 
 
1.5 The request would see a current two mile journey increase by £1. 
 
1.6 If approved, the new rate would still be 10p below the Welsh average for a two mile 

journey. 
 

2.0 RECOMMENDATIONS that 
 
2.1 The increase in tariff fares as proposed by members of the licensed trade be 

approved. 
 
 

Date Written 6th February 2020 

Report Author Joanne Baber / Paul Lewis 

Service Area Licensing 
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Exempt/Non Exempt Non Exempt 

Committee Date 26th February 2020 



3.0 INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND 
 
3.1 In accordance with Section 65 of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) 

Act 1976, a local authority may fix and vary the rates or fares within their district and 
all other charges in connection with the hire of a Hackney Carriage.  However, prior 
to bringing into force any changes, the authority must publicise its proposals in a 
local newspaper for a period of 14 days to allow for any objections. 
 

3.2 Should Cabinet agree to vary the tariff and no objections are made following the 
newspaper advert, the variation would then come into effect on the date of the expiry 
of the period of notice.  However should an objection be received, Cabinet would 
need to consider this before the variation is implemented. 
 

3.3 The current tariff of fares has been in place since 15th August 2008.  A copy of the 
current tariff is attached as Appendix A. 
 

3.4 A request was received from 22 members of the Hackney Carriage trade in Merthyr 
Tydfil to increase the current tariff.  A copy of the request is attached as Appendix 
B. 
 

3.5 Details of the proposal were circulated to all 259 licensed drivers and proprietors of 
Hackney Carriages in the borough who were invited to comment on the proposals or 
make additional suggestions.  A copy of the letter sent to the trade and a copy of the 
questionnaire are attached as Appendix C. 

 
3.6 The consultation ended on 15th November 2019.  In total there were a total of 35 

responses (13%), the breakdown of which are details below: 
 

Response Number of responses 

Yes to proposed increase 32 

No to proposed increase 1 

Unclear 2 

 
 
3.7 Members will see that the majority of responses were in support of the proposed 

increase.  If approved this would result in an increase across all tariffs of 50p for the 
first mile (or part thereof) and 50p for each subsequent mile.  A copy of the proposed 
new tariff table is attached for Member information as Appendix D. 
 

3.8 Only one response to the consultation exercise did not support the increase to the 
tariff stating that “I think the community shouldn’t have to pay more through these 
hard times, but a reduction in the licensing of individuals and the cost of two MOTs a 
year, maybe the Licensing Department should look in that area”.  Members are 
advised that licensees will have the ability to continue to offer a lower tariff should 
they choose.   
 

3.9 There were also three additional suggestions made in response to the trade 
consultation: 
 



 An increase of £1 for the first mile (or part thereof) and £1.50 for each 
subsequent mile; 

 Tariff 2 to commence at 8pm; 

 Tariff 2 to commence at 10pm. 
 
These were individual suggestions that were not replicated in other responses. 
 

3.10 Officers have noted the tariffs that apply in neighbouring authorities and information 
contained within “The Private Hire and Taxi Monthly” magazine, which publishes 
“league tables” showing fares tariffs throughout the UK.  Comparisons published in 
January 2020 show that based upon a two mile journey, the current national average 
fare is £5.96 and the all-Wales average is £5.60.  This Authority’s two mile tariff 
equates to £4.50.  Merthyr Tydfil CBC currently sits at 352 out 358 local authorities 
which set Hackney Carriage fare tariffs.  A copy of this table is attached as 
Appendix E.  Comparison of the two mile tariff across Wales is attached as 
Appendix F. 

 
3.11 Should the proposed increase be introduced, the new two mile tariff would equate to 

£5.50 which is 10p less than the Wales average.  Merthyr Tydfil would move to 269 
in the National Fares tables. 

 

4.0 FINANCIAL IMPLICATION(S) 
 
4.1 An increase in fares will need to be publicly advertised and the associated costs of 

advertising will be borne by the Licensing Department from within its existing budget.  
If the new tariffs come into force, there will also be costs associated with printing new 
tables of fares to be displayed in each licensed vehicle.  
 
 

5.0 INTEGRATED IMPACT ASSESSMENT 
 

 Positive 
Impacts 

Negative 
Impacts 

Not 
Applicable  

1. Merthyr Tydfil Well-being 
Objectives 

  
2 of 4 0 of 4 2 of 4 

2. Sustainable Development 
Principles - How have you 
considered the five ways of 
working: 

 Long term 

 Prevention 

 Integration 

 Collaboration 

 Involvement 
 

3 of 5 0 of 5 2 of 5 

3. Protected Characteristics 
(including Welsh Language) 

 
0 of 10 0 of 10 10 of 10 



4. Biodiversity 
 

0 of 1 0 of 1 1 of 1 

Summary: 
 
The main positive impacts are that the proposal will meet the Merthyr Tydfil Well-being 
Objectives and the Sustainable Development Principles. The proposal will have a 
positive effect on the ‘Working Life’ and ‘Living Well’ objectives. 
 
There are no negative impacts. 
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Does the report contain any issue that may impact the Council’s 
Constitution?  
 

No 

 
 

Consultation has been undertaken with the Corporate Management Team in respect 
of each proposal(s) and recommendation(s) set out in this report.  


